
When you look at a map of the world you find parcels of land with names such as Canada, United
States, Russia, China, England, Africa, etc. These are the names of geographical territories. Here in
El Paso we live only a few miles from the Mexican border and sometimes I drive down there to take
friends who want to experience Mexico, or to shop or get dental work done. When I cross the
border I am driving on soil that is called Mexico. When I return and cross the border again, I am
back in a country called the United States of America. These are the names of these land masses.
But when you listen to the news and hear that the United States has sold a million bushels of wheat
to Russia, that Japan has sold a million automobiles to America, that Russia and the United States
are working on an arms limitation deal, that Europe is sending peace-keeping forces to Bosnia —
what are we hearing? The news-caster isn’t talking about land, the soil that bears those names. He
is talking about the people who live in these various lands. It is the citizens of Russia, Japan, the
United States and Europe that he is speaking of. Not the places, but the people. The people that
live in the places. The people are identified by the realm or territory where they live. In just the
same way, when the scripture refers to “heaven” and “earth,” it is not referring to places as such,
but the beings who inhabit them. When the scriptures say, “Let the heavens rejoice, and let the
earth be glad,” what is going to rejoice? Is it stars, suns, planets, and moons; is it hills, rocks, trees,
valleys, and rivers? Of course not. It is the inhabitants of those realms who are to rejoice and be
glad.

In the opening chapters of the Bible the Garden of Eden reveals the glory of the Kingdom of
Heaven on earth. It is not the Kingdom IN Heaven — it is the Kingdom OF Heaven, the Kingdom
that originates in and out of a heavenly realm. Our prayer is that the Kingdom will come, so that
God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven. God is now creating a new reality on earth, a people
that is heavenly but that walks on earth. They bring heaven down within themselves to earth. They
have no desire to leave earth to “go” to heaven. They are not looking for either a rapture or death.
They are the city that comes down from God out of heaven. “Behold! the tabernacle of God is with
men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with
them, and be their God.”

This new reality is formed in the elect of God in this hour and shall spread over all creation. God is
creating something new. A new history is beginning. A new world is coming to earth. The earth
shall be filled with the glory of God. God is raising up the life of Christ in a people and through the
sons of God He is putting a seed into the earth. We are now the light of men and the light of the
world. We are now the salt of the earth. We are the new seed for the new age. God’s purpose in
raising up Christ in us is that through us the generations of mankind may be lifted out of the curse
of sin and death, toward the revelation of eternal life and glory. Why else did Jesus heal the sick
and raise the dead? Why did He exalt the poor, the hungry, and the oppressed? Why did He touch,
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with miracle power, the hopeless and possessed? Surely not in order to tell them that they would
be blessed after death in some far-off heaven somewhere! He brought the blessings and benefits of
the Kingdom of God to men great and small right here on the earth because the Kingdom of God
was at hand! He brought heaven to earth. That is the homeland we seek. There is no other to be
sought, for the tabernacle of God is with men. Strange, is it not, how all the churches on earth
teach just the opposite! They teach that the tabernacle of man is with God — in heaven. But the
goal of all God’s redemptive effort is that finally He will be a God whom men will see on earth, a
God who will make earth to be one with heaven, where Jesus is Lord over all men and they, in Him,
will live in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Some years ago Gene Edwards ministered a word of revelation of powerful import. I have shared
this once before, but feel to share it again because of its special relevance to this subject of the
Kingdom of Heaven on earth. In the following paragraphs I will unfold as faithfully as I can the
concepts he set forth. In that wonderful day when the Lord God planted a Garden in Eden for the
man in His image, God stood in the boundary between heaven and earth and did an incredible
thing. He stretched forth His hands of omnipotence and took this terrestrial ball in one hand as with
the other He grasped the heavenly realm. He moved the two toward one another. He brought the
spiritual realm, the timeless realm, the dimensionless realm toward planet earth and moved earth
toward the heavenly realm. The two moved closer and closer until they kissed each other. The two
realms touched — entering into union with one another. The realm where heaven and earth met
together and overlapped He called Eden. The place where these two realms met, overlapped, and
interfaced became unlike earth and unlike heaven, that which had never existed before — not
heavenly and not earthly — the Kingdom of Heaven on earth! The only thing it can be likened to is
the resurrection body of our Lord Jesus Christ. He was visible, but utterly spiritual. He brought His
physical body out of the tomb and appeared in a body possessing an earthly form and appearance,
but it was a glorious metamorphosed body limited neither by time, space, or natural law. Here in
this realm where heaven and earth meet and mingle all that is visible becomes spiritual, and all
that is spiritual becomes visible. Everything on this earth which is seized upon by the spiritual is
transformed by the spiritual, and there is created here the Kingdom of Heaven on earth. When you
take the heavenly and the pristine earthly and join them together, what is formed by that blessed
union is far more beautiful and glorious than either.

Man, formed of the dust of the ground, lay just outside this realm of the interface. God came to
man there — just beyond the shining Eden, just outside the glorious spiritual-physical realm. God
came to man in the lowlands of the earth realm. He breathed into the man, so magnificently
formed of the earth, He breathed into him the spiritual realm, the life-giving winds of heaven, the
breath of divinity. Out from the mouth of the almighty Creator came a brilliant, dazzling, sparkling
effervescence like living stars that surged with divine power into the nostrils of Adam and flowed
through his body and soul, permeating every cell of his being. That wind, that spirit, that breath,
that celestial air, that divine and heavenly life animated the clay model, creating within a
dimensionless quality, condition, and state of being.

All the animal kingdom and each of the myriad life forms on earth has a “breath of life” — the air of
earth’s dense atmosphere. Man is the only being into whose nostrils GOD BREATHED THE BREATH
OF LIFE. Man’s “breath of life” is not air — it is the Spirit of the Almighty which giveth
understanding — intelligence and wisdom! Only the light that God IS was more glorious than this



exquisite creature — man in God’s image! And the magnificent wonder is that this man could see
right into the heavenly, spiritual world. The animals can’t peer into that realm, the birds are unable
to communicate with that realm, the fish have no knowledge of that realm — no creature on earth
can see beyond this gross material realm except the man in God’s image. There is no “god” in any
other creature that can awaken them to spiritual, heavenly realties. Please mark this! Here is a
physical, visible creature who can see the unseen. He is not frightened by it, nor is he intimidated
by any thing or any creature he beholds in that glorious realm. He is at home with who he is and
who they are. He looks around and all things are open to him. He sees all, perceives all,
understands all. The face of God bent down and looked into the face of man, and man looked up
into the face of God, and they looked like each other! They looked like Father and son. They bore
an incredible, remarkable resemblance. God stretched forth His hand, Adam stretched forth his
hand, and stood up from the dust and faced his Creator. He belonged to this planet, but the winds
of heaven were within him. He belonged to the heavens as well as the earth. He is the only
creature that has ever been, is now, or ever shall be, that BELONGS TO BOTH REALMS!

Consider with me, my beloved, What is the natural habitat of man? He is spirit — his natural habitat
is the heavens! He is dust — his natural habitat is the earth! Both? No! Neither? Yes! Neither. And
yet, in some strange, mystical way — both. This glorious creature God created — where is his
“home”? Ah — God prepared the place for man as soon as He created man. He created a place that
corresponds to man’s true state for man to inhabit. The earth, contrary to all that you may have
been taught, is not the natural habitat of man. And neither are the heavens the natural habitat of
man! The Garden — and only the Garden — and no place but the Garden is your natural habitat.
That’s where you belong — that is your true world, your homeland, your motherland — that unique
realm where heaven and earth meet and mingle, the Kingdom of Heaven on earth! The Garden was
not heaven, neither was it earth. It was a realm where God could walk, and where man could walk
and talk with God. It was the dimension of the spiritual body — spirit and body, heaven and earth,
visible and invisible, celestial and terrestrial, blended into one. The greatest of the glories of
heaven was in that Garden — the tree of life was there. And that was man’s habitat. It was not
merely where man was — it was what he was.

This great truth of man’s STATE OF BEING constituting the Garden of God is one of the tremendous
themes which courses its way like a mighty river through the scriptures, from Genesis to
Revelation. In the book of Revelation the Garden of Eden finally becomes the wonderful City of God
— which City we are (Rev. 21:9-11; Isa. 60:2,14). “And I saw the New Jerusalem...having the glory
of God: and her light was like a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. And
he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and
of the Lamb. And in the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree
of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded their fruit every month: and the leaves of
the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of
God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him: and they shall see His face;
and His name shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they need no
candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever
and ever” (Rev. 21:10-11; 22:1-5).

How do you suppose the tree of life was transferred from the Garden of God to the City of God? The
simple truth is — it wasn’t! The Garden still exists. The Garden is in the City. The Garden IS the



City. In this City two realms interface once more — the new heavens and the new earth — not two
separate entities, but that place where heaven and earth are joined, the Land of the Interface! This
is where righteousness dwells — the new mind and the new body. That is your world, my beloved.
You and I belong to an interface. We are an interface. We are part heavenly and part earthly; part
spiritual and part physical; part visible and part invisible. What is the New Jerusalem? It is the place
of union with God in the interface where heaven and earth overlap. We are a colony from the
heavenlies inhabiting the earthlies. We belong to neither and we belong to both. We are of the Lord
Jesus Christ, we are in the Lord Jesus Christ, the HEAVENLY MAN. He, more than any other man, is
an interface of these two realms. He is the second man, the last Adam. He embodies and reveals
within Himself the true purpose of God in man.

Only in Christ can one understand the true nature of all things. He is of both these realms and He is
in both of these realms. He is in both and He is in neither. It is a great and deep and glorious
mystery. Oh, the wonder of it! He is a MAN seated in the higher than all heavens! We who have
been born of water and of the spirit are of His species. We are bone of His bone, flesh of His flesh,
mind of His mind, spirit of His spirit, life of His life. We belong to His realm. We walk with Him today
in the Garden of God, in the City of God, in the LAND OF THE INTERFACE, for it is the only place
where we can comfortably move in both realms. And yet it is not both realms — nor is it either
realm — it is a combination, the union of the two, an entirely NEW CREATION IN CHRIST JESUS!
That’s what you are! You are spirit and you are body. You are God and you are man. You are divine
and you are human. That is our destiny — to be both in union in one! That is our habitat. And
redemption progressively brings us into our inheritance in this blessed Land of the Interface. The
salvation of the soul, the redemption of the body, will complete the work. Let us press on, saints of
God! The full splendor and bountifulness of this precious Land lies just before us! As the crab lives
in two elements — water and land — so the New Creation Man lives in two elements: the earth and
also the heavens!
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