
“KINGDOM” — what a magical ring that word plays upon the ear, yet when it comes to the subject
of the Kingdom of God there seems to be no end to the carnal-minded reasonings of man as to
what it is, where it is, and how it will come to pass. If you were to ask several average professed
Christians what the Kingdom of God is, you would receive a variety of answers. There are a great
many ideas, opinions, interpretations, conceptions and mis-conceptions among believers as to
what constitutes the Kingdom of God. Vast multitudes of people believe that any minute Jesus will
appear in the sky and whisk away (rapture) those who are saved and take them to heaven to enjoy
the Kingdom of God. They teach that the Kingdom of God is heaven and that it has no relationship
with the earth. For these the “end time” means the cataclysmic end of the universe, the
destruction of the earth by fire, the sending of all unbelievers and wicked people to eternal
damnation in hell, and the establishing of an eternal order of bliss for the saved in some far-off
heaven somewhere.

Others teach that the Kingdom of God is purely earthly, and that it will be a political and social
structure enforced on earth for a thousand years at the return of Jesus Christ with His saints to rule
and reign. This theory has been popularized by the Schofield Bible. To these the Kingdom of God is
the restored kingdom of Israel fulfilling the Davidic covenant. Jesus offered this kingdom to the
Jews, but they refused; therefore Christ withdrew His offer and postponed it until a future time
when they would accept Him as their King. When that day comes, they say, Jesus will come back
and set His feet upon the Mount of Olives. His saints with Him, He will come to the eastern gate of
Jerusalem. Having been sealed up for centuries, this gate will be opened for Him to pass through
into the city. He will then set up His headquarters in a building, sit on a throne, and be crowned
King. His Kingdom will then be established. People from all nations will journey to Jerusalem to see
Jesus — in person — and to worship Him in a millennial temple there. From Jerusalem the Kingdom
will expand to rule over all nations. The nations will quit fighting — will beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks and there will follow a thousand years of
unparalleled peace, blessing, prosperity, and righteousness.

A variation of the above plan involves the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic nations of earth as descendants of
the “lost” ten tribes of Israel — the northern kingdom of Israel carried away into captivity. There is
some evidence that these tribes have become the modern nations of Britain, the United States,
Australia, New Zealand, north-western Europe, etc. According to this concept Christ comes back to
reign over these great Israel nations rather than the Jews — and the capital city of the restored
Israel Kingdom will be London, England, where the throne of David is now located. This Kingdom
will be earthly, political, judiciary and military.

Still another teaching is that the Church (organized Christianity) is the Kingdom of God. The
covenantal promises God made with Abraham and David have been transferred to and fulfilled
spiritually in the Church. The Church is thus the New Israel in the earth. This theory prevailed
during the Middle Ages (also called the Dark Ages) when the supreme head of the Church (the
Pope), complete with a crown, a throne, a government and an army, ruled the nations of Europe for
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a thousand years as the Kingdom of God on earth. Unfortunately, this period, instead of being the
most enlightening, progressive, prosperous, righteous and glorious epoch in history was in fact the
darkest, most illiterate and ignorant, superstitious and backward, of earth’s generations! Some
among us even today believe that the Kingdom will come as a result of Christians becoming
politically active, taking over the existing political institutions, getting elected to office, and ruling
the earth through the power of politics. This is exactly what happened when the Roman Emperor
Constantine began mixing Christianity with carnal government which gave rise to the Papacy and
the temporal powers of government were seized by the so-called Church. The result was not
earth’s “golden age,” “Utopia,” or “Jubilee,” but the now infamous “Dark Ages” ruled over by the
kingdom of MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT.
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